SPEECH BY CHIEF INFORMATION OFFICER- MRS GRACE KWALAPU AT
CLOSING CEREMONY OF WORKROCK IN MPONELA

Unicef Deputy Rep — Ms. Margarita Tilevi

Acting Chief Communication for Development (C4D) Unicef
Headquarters — Dr Kerida McDonald

PAC Chairperson —Rev. Dr. Felix Chingota

Chief Gender and Development Officer from the Ministry of Gender - Mr
Fred Simwaka

Senijor efficials from Ministry of information, Civic Education and
Communications Technology;

All sénior government officials.

Represémdﬂve of WorkRock Participating Faith Leaders — Pastor Fletcher
Kaiya

UNICEF Staff

Lead facilitators Cathy and Jean

Ladies arnd Gentlemen



UNGEF for organising this important meeting which enables us fo be part and
2l of the faith for Positive Change for Children global initictive. The Initiative

to encis [Giih based acrors and other stakeholders to work together in o

gglels stainaoie, systemanic, infegrated and scalable way to impact children’s

is asscond couniry after South Sudan where this initiafive is taking place

toelieve you me, in implementation of this Inifictive, Malawi wil take position

C Chglrperson and Distinguished participants, let me also take this
nity to thank tne hardworking facilitators who travelled from various parts

ontinent for tne work well done.

ore, I weulc ke cise to sinceraly thank you all the participants for
ng the nvitation to atiend this meeting. You left your busy schedules and
NG your Tme 10 be here for the entire five days. This cannot be taken for
cecause withoo: yeo this meeiing would not have been materialized.

siag Hands for curseives please?



C Chairperson and Distinguished participants, the issue of child protection
s a holistic approach. All concerned players need to come together and
ut different strategies that can be adapted at all levels. As faith players,
ed o uncestand the situation we are in and have a heart of change on
e can implement effective faith for social and behaviour change among

mmeurities,

ispuiable fact that faitn leaders are taken as part of the gatekeepers and
lot of respect in our communities. Therefore, you are a key partner in
pment for child protection. So, as faith actors, we are entrusted with a
sicility to suppcrt emical programmes that are targeting promotion of
that entrench faith among our foliowers and discourage the infringement

arn freecoms.

The C Chc';ir.person and Distinguished participants, | have been reliably

inf d Thof‘ participants to this WorkRock, enjoyed the educative and fun

i

zers tnot brought out many inspirational lessons that shape and enable us
S0 Lo roud miop o cu jouiney of change. The insightful strategies of
walk, critdnoca rocdmap, sharing significant change stories set important

fions or how we can work together in order to bring change to our

Sit

T sitenaio,

neeing, FAC Chuirperson and Distinguished participants, we redlize that

C.o 2oy ire rust rom the followers, so we need to utilize such
ageites han i oumey we siould not leave anyone behind. Besides

ONc: (v IO lecaets, Tnere are o number of religious denominations in

nUYINES Tna Lo eney thousands of followers, please consider them as



airperson and Distinguished participants, as government | would like fo
ou that we will leave no stone unturned in fulfilling our promises which we
de nere. We strive o champion the ownership of this initiative and find

oy of working fogetaer for o common good. Together with faith actors,

wWe oniinue striving 1o breck down the existing barriers and scale through new
enzd programme: and parinerships where possible.

Goveriment will Jtizs i exising structures such as Public Affairs Committee,
Sesian Moohizadion Committee and  District Social  Mobilization

Co ee which have good representation from all key government ministries

and tors for cnilc prosection to frickle down this WorkRock initiative to the

distr ver i order 1D make such approaches be adapted and practiced af

foles el. Most of ail, we ptemote the participation of children in the planning,

imp rﬁoﬁon and morncring of pregrammes that affect their lives,

PAC Chcuperson ane bizhinglished parﬁcipani‘é, let me also encourage you to

make Sure Tndt TS (estiuTioNs sTed in e communigue are seriously considered
merniation by us ci. The good work we have starfed should not end here :
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girpersen and disiinguished participants, Lastly, | would like to thank

U] cr o Gnanc.a. Guizance owards this meeting and we ask you 1o keep

on nerirg Wit governrment in various endeavors for the betterment of

"‘"I P '_l_‘ B - e gy . .-

L.r:l: A ;.»_a.‘ie.l R R S (,, u...f}«. _‘L‘ - {-.f‘-t- :“'\_'}I'WJ I__i.L\,trL{.
; ; . | < . i - R R -

W C/}"\&"t: Aheni b f;{/é,e]p Lt ' ct b ou) Flden

Al t reciues, s cecre s neeting officially closed.
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